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Time to Choose (left) and Changing (right), Alisa Singer |  https://www.environmentalgraphiti.org

PHASE 1
PILOT STUDY



4

14
HEADS OF

ACADEMIC UNITS

1
COURSE

DIRECTOR

5
STUDENTS

PILOT SURVEY 2020
C L I M A T E  L I T E R A C Y  A N D  A C T I O N  I N  A R C H I T E C T U R E  E D U C A T I O N

VIEWS ON HOW PROGRAMS ENGAGE WITH THE ISSUE OF CLIMATE CHANGE.

WHO IS ENGAGED? TO WHAT EXTENT?

ARCHITECTURE’S ROLE IN CLIMATE CHANGE.

V A L U E S  A N D  B E L I E F S

PEDAGOGY //

CURRICULUM //

RESEARCH //

U N I V E R S I T Y  A C T I V I T Y

WHAT INFORMATION IS SOURCED? WHERE FROM?

VALUABLE WEBINAR TOPICS

W H AT  I S  N E E D E D ?
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8C U R R I C U L U M  +  P E D A G O G Y

40%
WOULD BENEFIT 
FROM SUPPORT

DESIGN STUDIOS

THEORY 
SUBJECTS

PROFESSIONAL 
PRACTICE

CONSTRUCTION 
AND 

TECHNOLOGY 
SUBJECTS

ENVIRONMENT 
AND BUILDING 

SCIENCE 
SUBJECTS

ELECTIVE 
SUBJECTS

EXTRA-
CURRICULAR 
INITIATIVES

OTHER ..?PROFESSIONAL 
EVENTS

BUT HOW ARE ARCHITECTURE 

SCHOOLS TEACHING ABOUT 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

AND SUSTAINABILITY?



9

T H E  P h D  P I P E L I N E
S T R O N G  N U M B E R S  O F  P O S T G R A D U AT E  S T U D E N T S  E N G A G E D  I N  

S U S TA I N A B I L I T Y  /  C L I M AT E  C H A N G E  R E L AT E D  R E S E A R C H  A C T I V I T Y  

A R E  T H E R E  C O M M O N  T R E N D S  I N  T H E  T O P I C S  /  

M E T H O D S  E X P L O R E D ?

R E S E A R C H
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T H E  P h D  P I P E L I N E

C O L L A B O R AT I V E  R E S E A R C H  P R O J E C T S

S T R O N G  N U M B E R S  O F  P O S T G R A D U AT E  S T U D E N T S  E N G A G E D  I N  

S U S TA I N A B I L I T Y  /  C L I M AT E  C H A N G E  R E L AT E D  R E S E A R C H  A C T I V I T Y  

T H I S  A R E A  P R E S E N T S  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  F O R  C R O S S - I N S T I T U T I O N A L  

A N D  C R O S S - S E C T O R A L  PA R T N E R S H I P

A R E  T H E R E  C O M M O N  T R E N D S  I N  T H E  T O P I C S  /  

M E T H O D S  E X P L O R E D ?

W I T H  W H I C H  PA R T N E R S  /  I N D U S T R I E S  A R E  

A R C H I T E C T S  E N G A G I N G  M O S T  F O R  R E S E A R C H  

I M PA C T  I N  T H I S  A R E A ?

R E S E A R C H
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T H E  P h D  P I P E L I N E

C O L L A B O R AT I V E  R E S E A R C H  P R O J E C T S

R E S E A R C H  F U N D I N G  S O U R C E S

S T R O N G  N U M B E R S  O F  P O S T G R A D U AT E  S T U D E N T S  E N G A G E D  I N  

S U S TA I N A B I L I T Y  /  C L I M AT E  C H A N G E  R E L AT E D  R E S E A R C H  A C T I V I T Y  

T H I S  A R E A  P R E S E N T S  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  F O R  C R O S S - I N S T I T U T I O N A L  

A N D  C R O S S - S E C T O R A L  PA R T N E R S H I P

T H I S  A R E A  AT T R A C T S  A  VA R I E T Y  O F  F U N D I N G  S O U R C E S  – B O T H  

I N T E R N A L  A N D  E X T E R N A L

A R E  T H E R E  C O M M O N  T R E N D S  I N  T H E  T O P I C S  /  

M E T H O D S  E X P L O R E D ?

W I T H  W H I C H  PA R T N E R S  /  I N D U S T R I E S  A R E  

A R C H I T E C T S  E N G A G I N G  M O S T  F O R  R E S E A R C H  

I M PA C T  I N  T H I S  A R E A ?

C AT E G O RY ?  T Y P E ?  A M O U N T ?  

W H AT  A R E  T H E  PAT T E R N S ?

R E S E A R C H
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BACKGROUND
SITUATING THE STUDY

Time to Choose (left) and Changing (right), Alisa Singer |  https://www.environmentalgraphiti.org
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CURRENT CONTEXT
C L I M A T E  L I T E R A C Y  A N D  A C T I O N  I N  A R C H I T E C T U R E  E D U C A T I O N

F E D E R A L ,  S TAT E  A N D  L O C A L  G O V T  S H I F T S

N C C  R E V I E W

A B C B  G L O B A L  R E S I L I E N C E  D I A L O G U E  

C S I R O  F U T U R E  C L I M AT E  S C E N A R I O  D ATA

T H E  I N S T I T U T E  C O M M I T M E N T  T O  Z E R O  C A R B O N  

N S C A  R E V I E W

Image Source: Nautilus, issue 07-09. p. 7  |  https://nautil.us
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“Art makes the science more accessible, and science 
makes the art more meaningful. 
Together they communicate the facts about climate 
change in a unique and powerful way.” 

Alisa Singer

Time to Choose (left) and Changing (right), Alisa Singer |  https://www.environmentalgraphiti.org
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” H U M A N  A C T I V I T Y  H A S  L I K E LY  I N C R E A S E D  T H E  C H A N C E  

O F  C O M P O U N D  E X T R E M E  E V E N T S . ”

— I P C C  A P 6  R E P O R T,  2 0 2 1

A 3 . 5

W H Y  D O E S  T H I S  M AT T E R  T O  A R C H I T E C T U R E ?



18W H Y  D O E S  T H I S  M AT T E R  T O  A R C H I T E C T U R E ?

C L I M AT E  C H A N G E  =  M O R E  H A Z A R D S



19W H Y  D O E S  T H I S  M AT T E R  T O  A R C H I T E C T U R E ?

C L I M AT E  C H A N G E  =  M O R E  H A Z A R D S

H A Z A R D S  +  V U L N E R A B I LT I E S  =  D I S A S T E R S



20W H Y  D O E S  T H I S  M AT T E R  T O  A R C H I T E C T U R E ?

C L I M AT E  C H A N G E  =  M O R E  H A Z A R D S

H A Z A R D S  +  V U L N E R A B I LT I E S  =  D I S A S T E R S

R E S I L I E N T  D E S I G N  =  D I S A S T E R S



21W H Y  D O E S  T H I S  M AT T E R  T O  A R C H I T E C T U R E ?

C L I M AT E  C H A N G E  =  M O R E  H A Z A R D S

H A Z A R D S  +  V U L N E R A B I LT I E S  =  D I S A S T E R S

R E S I L I E N T  D E S I G N  =  D I S A S T E R S
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“ E A R T H Q U A K E S  D O N ’ T  K I L L  P E O P L E ,

B U I L D I N G S  D O . ”

— S H I G E R U  B A N



23“ A  G E N E R AT I O N  D I S R U P T E D ”



24“ A  G E N E R AT I O N  D I S R U P T E D ”

• 13,000+ MILLENNIALS & 3,000+ GEN Z FROM 42 COUNTRIES.

• CLIMATE / ENVIRONMENT IS BOTH GENERATIONS’ TOP CONCERN.

The Deloitte Global Millennial Survey, 2019  |  https://www2.deloitte.com/content/dam/Deloitte/global/Documents/About-Deloitte/deloitte-2019-millennial-survey.pdf

THE DELOITTE GLOBAL MILLENNIAL SURVEY (2019)



25“ A  G E N E R AT I O N  D I S R U P T E D ”

• 13,000+ MILLENNIALS & 3,000+ GEN Z FROM 42 COUNTRIES.

• CLIMATE / ENVIRONMENT IS BOTH GENERATIONS’ TOP CONCERN.

Times Higher Education, 2021  | https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/sustainability-more-important-location-mobile-students
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CURRENT THEORY
LITERATURE REVIEW

Time to Choose (left) and Changing (right), Alisa Singer |  https://www.environmentalgraphiti.org
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• CLIMATE CHANGE IS DISTORTED BY MAINSTREAM MEDIA.

• MENTAL HEALTH MUST BE A CONSIDERATION IN “CRISIS 

SUBJECTS”

• EDUCATORS NEED TO FIRST ADDRESS THEIR OWN 

EMOTIONAL REPONSES TO CLIMATE CHANGE.

• NOT ONLY ABOUT CURRICULUM CONTENT BUT 

PEDAGOGICAL APPROACHES THAT CONSIDER THE 

AFFECTIVE DIMENSION

• MATERIAL SHOULD FOSTER EMPOWERED DECISION-

MAKING, ENGAGED CITIZENSHIP AND COLLECTIVE ACTION.

Future-Proofing Environmental Pedagogy, 2021  |  https://sri2021.org/good-grief-moving-from-climate-anxiety-to-action/

THE PROBLEM
C L I M A T E  L I T E R A C Y  A N D  A C T I O N  I N  A R C H I T E C T U R E  E D U C A T I O N
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THE SOLUTION
C L I M A T E  L I T E R A C Y  A N D  A C T I O N  I N  A R C H I T E C T U R E  E D U C A T I O N

W H AT  D O E S  T H E  R E S E A R C H  S AY ?



29W E  N E E D  T O  B E  S Y S T E M S - T H I N K E R S



30W E  N E E D  R E S O U R C E S  T O  B U I L D  C O N F I D E N C E



31W E  N E E D  T O  B E  F U T U R E - F O C U S E D

• BACKCASTING

• SPECULATIVE DESIGN

• DESIGN NARRATIVES

• ALTERNATIVE FUTURES

• QUESTIONING DOMINANT NARRATIVES



32W E  N E E D  T O  B E  O P T I M I S T I C

V I S I O N S  F O R  A  S U S T A I N A B L E  2 0 5 0  F U T U R E  Q U T

S E C O N D - Y E A R  B A C H E L O R  O F  D E S I G N



33W E  N E E D  T O  B E  C O L L A B O R AT I V E
…  A N D  I N T E R D I S C I P L I N A R Y

Design Council, 2021  |  https://www.designcouncil.org.uk/resources/guide/beyond-net-zero-systemic-design-approach



34W E  N E E D  T O  S E E  O U R S E LV E S  A S  I N T E G R AT E D
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CLIMATE RESILIENCE
C L I M A T E  L I T E R A C Y  A N D  A C T I O N  I N  A R C H I T E C T U R E  E D U C A T I O N

Z E R O  C A R B O N  C O N S T R U C T I O N

S U S TA I N A B L E  M AT E R I A L S

I N D I G E N O U S  K N O W L E D G E

H I S T O R Y  A N D  T H E O R Y

E Q U I T Y  A N D  I N C L U S I V I T Y

A D V A N C E D  M A N U F A C T U R I N G

G O V E R N A N C E  A N D  P O L I C Y

B U I L D I N G  S C I E N C E

E T C  

Image Source: Nautilus, issue 19-21, p. 70  |  https://nautil.us
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Time to Choose (left) and Changing (right), Alisa Singer |  https://www.environmentalgraphiti.org

NEXT STEPS
PHASE 2
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WHERE TO FROM HERE?
C L I M A T E  L I T E R A C Y  A N D  A C T I O N  I N  A R C H I T E C T U R E  E D U C A T I O N

OPEN UNTIL TUESDAY 12TH OCTOBER

C L I M AT E  L I T E R A C Y  &  A C T I O N  S U R V E Y

WEBINAR 1 FRIDAY 12TH NOVEMBER, 2021

GLOBAL CLIMATE LITERACY AND ACTION IN ARCHITECTURE EDUCATION

WEBINAR 2 FRIDAY 26TH NOVEMBER, 2021

AUSTRALIAN CLIMATE LITERACY AND ACTION IN ARCHITECTURE EDUCATION

A A S A  W E B I N A R  S E R I E S

IN DEVELOPMENT:

CO-PARTNERSHIP WITH AASA & AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS 

P H A S E  3

Image Source: Nautilus, issue 13-15, p. 116  |  https://nautil.us
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F A C U LT Y  S TA F F

A R C H I T E C T U R E  S T U D E N T S

S E S S I O N A L  A C A D E M I C S

P h D  /  P O S T D O C  R E S E A R C H E R S

W E  A R E  S E E K I N G  R E S P O N S E S  F R O M :

https://qsurvey.qut.edu.au/jfe/form/SV_eFf1pKXh9UqQuAC
S E E  L I N K  I N  C H A T  W I N D O W

OVER TO YOU
C L I M A T E  L I T E R A C Y  A N D  A C T I O N  I N  A R C H I T E C T U R E  E D U C A T I O N

https://qsurvey.qut.edu.au/jfe/form/SV_eFf1pKXh9UqQuAC

